Dental management of children with latex allergy.
This paper reviews the aetiology, epidemiology and dental management of children with latex allergy. The issue of latex allergy has serious consequences for the dental management of children with one or more of the following risk factors: spina bifida, atopy, first surgery before one year of age, history of multiple surgical procedures, congenital urologic abnormalities, gastrointestinal malformations, hydrocephalus internus, ventriculo-peritoneal shunts, spinal cord injuries, and family history of atopy. Management of latex allergy is based upon the diligent avoidance of latex exposure. Universal use of powder-free low-allergen latex gloves is recommended.